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CALIFORNIA.
REPORT OF HOW. T. BUTLER KINO.

Washington, March 23d, 1860.
Sib In obedience to your instructions, dated the

3d of April lust, 1 proceeded to California byway
of the Isthmus of Panami, and arrived at San Franciscoon the fourth day of June.
The steamer iu which 1 took passage was the

first conveyance that reached California with intelligenceof the inauguration of President Taylor
and the appointment of his Cabinet, and that Congresshad failed to aid the Executive in providing
a government for the people of that Territory.
The greatest anxiety was naturally felt and manifestedto ascertain the cause of this neglect on the
part of the Government of the United States, and
what steps duty to themselves required them to

take, in the painful and embarrassing position in
which they were placed, for their protection and
welfare.
A brief sketch of their condition will explain the

cause of this anxiety.
The discovery of the gold mines had attracted a

very large number ofcitixens of the United States
to that territory, who had never been accustomed
to any other tnan American law, administered by
American courts. There they found their righfo
of properly and person subject to the uncertain,
anil frequently moat oppressive, operation of laws
written in a language they did not understand,
and founded on principles, in many respecis, new

to them. They complained that the alcaldes, or

judges, most of whom had been appointed or electedbefore the immigration had commenced* were

not lawyers by education or profession; and, being
Americans, tney were, of course, unacquainted
with the laws of Mexico, or the principles of the
civil law on which they are founded.
As our own laws, except for the collection of

revenue, the transmission of the mails, and establishmentof post offices, had not been extended over

that Territory, the laws of Mexico, as they existed
at the conclusion of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,regulating the relations of the inhabitants of
California with each other, necessarily remained in
force;* yet, there was not a single volume containingthose laws, as far as 1 know or believe, in the
whole Territory, except, perhaps, in the Governor's
office, at Monterey.
The magistrates, therefore, could not procure

them, and the administration ofjustice was, necessarily,as unequal and fluctuating as the opinions
. of the judges were conflicting and variable.

There were no fee-bills to regulate costs, and,
consequently, the most cruel exactions, in many
instances, were practised.The greatest contusion prevailed respecting titles
to property, and the decision of suits, involving the
most important rights, and very large sums of,
money depended upon the dictum of the judge.
The sale of the territory by Mexico to the United

States had necessarily cut off or dissolved the
laws regulating the granting or procuring titles to
land ; and, as our own land-laws had notoeen extendedover it, the people were compelled to receive
such titles as were offered to them, without the
means of ascertaining whether they were valid or

not. ,

Litigation was so expensive and precarious, that
injustice and oppression were frequently endured,
rather than resort to so uncertain a remedy.
Towns and cities were springing into existence.

luany of them without charters or any legal right
to organize municipal authorities, or to tax propertyor the citizens, for the establishment of a police,the erection of prisons, or providing any of
those means for the protection of life and prop-
crty wine!) are ao necessary in all civil communities,and especially among a people mostly strangers
to each other.
Nearly one million and a half of dollars iiad been

paid into the custom-bouses, as duties on imported
goods, before our revenue laws had been extended
over the country; and the people complained bitterlythat they were thus heavily taxed without
being provided with a government for their protection,or laws which tliey could understand, or

allowed the right to be represented in the councils
of the nation.
While anxiously waiting the action of Congress,

oppressed and embarrassed by this state of affairs,
and feeling the pressing necessity of applying such
remedies as were in their power and circumstances
seemed to justify, they resolved to substitute laws
of their own for the existing system, and to establishtribunals for their proper and faithful administration.

In obedience, therefore, to the extraordinary
exigencies of their condition, the people of the city
of San Francisco elected members to form a Legislature,and clothed them with full powers to pass
laws.
The communities of Sonoma and of Sacramento

city followed the example.
Thus were three legislative bodies organised; the

two mostdistant being only one hundred and thirty
miles apart.

Other movements of the kind were threatened,
and doubtless would have followed in other sections
of the Territory, had they not been arrested by the
formation of a State government.

While the people of California were looking to

Congress for a Territorial government, it was quite
evident that such an organisation was daily becomingless suited to their condition, which was

entirely different from that of any of the Territoriesout of which the new States of the Union had
been formed.
Those Territories had been at first slowly and

sparsely peopled by a few hunters and farmers,
who penetrated the wilderness, or traversed the
prairies in search of game or a new home; and,
when thus gradually their population warranted it,
a government was provided tor them. They, however,had no foreign commerce, nor any thing beyondthe ordinary pursuits of agriculture and the
varioua branches of buaineaa which usually accompanyit, to induce immigration within tneir bordersSeveral years were reouired to give them
sufficient population and wealth to place them in a

condition to require, or enable them to support, a

State government.
Not mo with California. The discovery of the

vast metallic and mineral wealth in bcr mountains
had already attracted to her, in the apace of twelve
months, more than one hundred thousand people;
an extensive commerce had sprung up with China,
the ports of Mexico on the Pacific, Chili, and Australia.
Hundreds of vessels from the Atlantic ports of the

Union, freighted with our manufactures and agriculturalproducts, and filled with our fellow-citixens,had arrived, or were on their passage round
Cape Horn ; so that in the month of June last there
were more than three hundred sea going vessels in
the port of San Francisco.
California has a border on the Pacific of ten degreesof latitude, and several important harbors

which have never been surveyed; nor is there a buoy,
a heacoo, a light-houee, or a fortification, on the
whole coast.
There are no dorks for the repair of national or

mercantile vessels nearer than New York, a distanceof some twenty thousand miles round Cape
Horn.

All these things, together with the proper regulationsof the gold region, the quicksilver mines, the
survey and dispoeition of the public lands, the adjustmentof land titles, the establishment of a mint
and of marine hoepitals, required the immediate
formation of a more perfect civil government than
California then had, and the filtering care of Congressand the Executive.

California had, as it were by magic, become a
State of great wealth and power. One short year
hsd given her a commercial importance but little
inferior to that of the most powerful of the old
States. She had passed her minority at a single
bound, and might juatly be regarded aa fully enti
tied to take her place aa an equal among her aiatera
of the Union.
When, therefore, the reality became known to

the people of that Territory that the Government
had done nothing to relieve them from the evila and
embarraaamenta under which they were Buffering,
and aering no probability of any change on the
mibject which dividedOongreaa, they adopted, with
moat unexampled unanimity and promptitude, the
only courae which lay open to them.the immediateformation of a (Hate government.
They were indugpd to take thia etep not only for

the reaeon that it promieed the moat apeedy remedyfor preaent diffirultiea, but becauee the great and
rapidly growing interceta of the Territory demandedft; and all reflecting men aaw, at a glance,
that it ought not to be any longer, and could not
under any circuiqatancea, De much longer poet
poned.
They not only coneidered tbemaelvea beat qualified,but that they had the right to decide, aa far at

they were concerned, the embarraaeing queetion
which waa ahakingthe Union to ita centre, and had
thue far deprived them of a regularly orranixed
civil government. They believed that, in forming
a conatitntion, they had a right to eetabliah or prohibitalavery, and that, in their action aa a Stalt,
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they would be sustained by the north and the eouth.
They were not unmindful of the fact, that while

northern stateemen had contended that Congresshaa power to prohibit slavery in the Territories,
tbcy had always admitted that (he States of the
Union had the right to abolish or establish it at
pleasure. '

On the other hand, southern statesmen had almostunanimously contended that Congress has
not the constitutional power to prohibit slavery in
the Territories, because they have not the power to
titabluh it; but that the people, in forming a governmentfor themselves, have the right to do either
If Congress can rightfully do one, they can certainlydo tne other.
This is the doctrine put forth by Mr. Calhoun, in

his celebrated resolutions of 1847, introduced into
the Senate of the United States, among which is thA
following:
"Rmohed, That it is a fundamental principle in

our political creed, that a people in forming a constitutionhave the unconditional right to form and
adopt the government which they may think best
calculated to secure their liberty, prosperity, and
happiness; and in conformity thereto, no other
condition is imposed by the Federal Constitution
on a State, in order to be admitted into this Union,
except that its constitution shall be 'republican;'
and that the imposition of any other by Congress
would not only be in violation of the Constitution,
but in direct conflict with the principle on which
our political system rests."
President Polk, in his annual message, dated 5th

December. 1848. uses the following lamruace:
"The question is believed to be rather abstract

than practical, whether slavery ever can or would
exist in any portion of the acquired territory, even
if it were left to the option of the slavebolding
States themselves. From the nature of the climate
and productions, in much the larger portion of it,
it is certain it could never exist; and in the remainder,the probabilities are it would not.
" But however this may be, the question, involving,as it does, a principle of equality of rights of

the separate and several States, as equal copartners
in the Confederacy, should not be disregarded.
" In organising governments over these Territories,no duty imposed on Congress by the Constitutionrequires that they should legislate on the

subject of slavery, while their power to do so is not
only seriously questioned, but denied, by many of
the soundest expounders of that instrument.
" Whether Congress shall legislate or not, the

people of the acquired Territories, when assembled
in convention to form State constitutions, will possessthe sole and exclusive power to determine for
themselves whether slavery shall or shall not exist
within their limits."
The people of California, therefore, acting in conformitywith the views thus expressed, and what

seemed to be the generally admitted opinion in the
States, had every reason to suppose, and did suppose,that by forming a constitution for themselves,
and deciding this question in accordance with their
own views and interests, they would be received
with open arms by all parlies.

In taking this step they proceeded with all the
regularity which has ever characterized the Americanpeople in discharging the great and important
duties of self-government.
As already stated, I arrived at San Francisco on

the morning of the fourth of June.
The steamer in which I was a passenger did not

stop at Monterey; 1 therefore diu not see General
Riley, nor had I any communication with him un1til about the middle of the month, when he came
to San Francisco. A few days after my arrival,
his proclamation calling a convention to form a
State constitution, dated the third of June, was re|ceivcd.
The people acted in compliance with what they

believed to be the views of Congress, and conform'ably to the recommendations of the proclamation;
and proceeded, on the day appointed, to elect membersto a convention for the purpose of forming a

constitution, to be regularly submitted to the peoplefor their ratification or rejection, and, if approved,to be presented to Congress, with a prayer
for the admission of California, as a State, into the
Union.

I desire here to make a brief and emphatic reply
sa Lions and insinuations which have been made respecting-the movements of the people of California
in forming their Stale government.

I had no secret instructions, verbal or written,
from the President, or anj one else, what to say to
the people of California on the subject of slavery;
nor was it ever hinted or intimated to me that I was
expected to attempt to influence their action in the
slightest degree on that subject. That I never did,
the people of California will bear me witness. In
that Territory there was none of the machinery of
party or of the press; and it is even more absurd to
suppose that any tecret influence*, for or against slavery,could have been used there, than it would be
to believe that they could be successfully employed
in Maryland or Georgia.I therefore declare all assertions and insinuations,
that I was secretly instructed to, or that I did in
any way, attempt to influence the people of Calijfornia to exclude slavery from their Territory, to be
without foundation.
The election of delegates to the convention pro!ceeded regularly in pursuance of the proposed mode

of holding it, and, as for as I am informed, no ques,lions were asked whether a candidate was a Whig
or a Democrat, or whether he was from the North or
the South. The only object seemed to be, to find
competent men who were willing to make the sacrificeof time which a proper discharge of their dutieswould require.
As soon after my arrival at San Francisco as the

arrangements of General Smith would permit, I
proceeded with him to the interior of the country,
for the purpose of examining the gold region, and
other interesting and important portions of it. I
did not return until the loth of August. The etec'tions had taken place when I was in the mountains.
I was taken ill on the 30th of that month, and
was confined to my bed and my room more than
two months.
The convention met on the 1st of September. So

it will be eeeti that I *u not preeent where any
election wu held, nor had I any thing to do with
electing or bringing out candidate*; and my illncMia aufficient proof that I did not, and could not,
had 1 been disponed, exercise any influence in the
convention, which waa sitting one hundred and
thirty mile* from where I waa.
Some intiinationa or assertions, aa I am informed,

have been thrown out that the South waa not fairly
rrpreaenUxl ia the convention. I am toid by two
or the membera of Congress elect from California,
who were membera of the convention, that of the
thirty seven delegate* designated in General RiIley'a proclamation, aiateen were from alaveholding,ten from the non alaveholding Statea, and
eleven who were citiaena of California under the
Mexican government, and that ten of thoae eleven
came from dietrict* below J6° XT. So that there
were in the convention twenty-six of the thirtyaeveninembera from the alaveholding Statea, and
from place* south of the Miaaouri compromise line.
H appeara, on the journal of the convention, that

th« clause in the < onatltution excluding slavery
pataed unanimously.

I now proceed to give you the result of my inquirid,observations, and reflections, respecting the
population, climate, soil, productions.the general
ohtracter of grants of land from Mexico the exfitand condition of the public domain.the comImefcial resources and proapecta.the mineral and
metallic wealth of California.

roruLATiox.

Humboldt, in hia Raaayon New Spain, statea the
pofiliation of Upper California, in l(W, to have conCbnverted

Indiana.. 16,608
(lber clasaea 1 .**)

16.803
Alraandrr Forbes, in hi* hietnry of Upper end

Lodrr (California, published in London, in IH39,
atatte the number of concerted Indiana in the forineftohare been, in 1411 IH.6HI
Of Ml other rlaaaea, at 4,MS

WgW
Uleapreeee* the opinion that thia number had

not taried much up to IMA, and the probability
ia, tkrre waa eery little increaae in the white populateuntil the emigrant* from the United Htatee

begin to enter the country in IW,
Tfcty increased, from year to rear, ao that, in

IHjfiJnoionel Fi+mont had little difficulty in calling
to hii standard aome (We hundred fighting men.

Atkhe cloae of the war with Mcaico, it waa supposedthat there were, including discharged volunteer}from ten to fifteen thousand Americana and
Caifcrnians, exclusive of converted Indiana, in the
Teritory. The immigration of American citixens
in U40, up to the let of January laat, waa estimated
at 4ghty thouaand.of foreigners, twenty thouaani

'IV population of California may therefore be
afrgr aet down at 116,000 at the commencement of
the ireaent year.It a quite impaaaiblo to form any thing like an
arrtiate eatimale of tha number of Indiana in the

Territory. Since the commencement of the wai
and especially since the discovery of gold in tti
mountains, their numbers at the missions and i
the valleys near the coast have very much dinriii
ished. In fact, the whole race seems to be rapidl
disappearing.Tne remains of a vast number of villages in a
the valleys of the Sierra Nevada, 4nd among t!
foot-hills of that range of mountains, show that i
no distant day there must have been a nuineroi

population where there is not now an Indian to 1
seen. There are a few still retained in the servic
of the old Califoi nians, but these do not amount
more than a few thousand in the whole Territor
It is said there arc large numbers of them in tf
mountains and valleys about tbo head-waters of tl
San Joaquin, along the western base of the Sicrri
and in the northern part of the Territory, and tin
they are hostile. A number of Americans w«i
killed by them during the last summer in a

tempting to penetrate high up the rivers i
search of gold ; they also drove one or two pai
tics from Trinity river. They have in seven
instances attacked parties coming from or returi
ing to Oregon, in the section of country which tl
lamented Captain Warner was examining when 1
was killed.

It is quite impossible to form any estimate of tl
number of these mountain Indians. Some sudixn

there arc as many aa three hundred thousand in th
Territory, but I should not be inclined to bcliet
that there can be one-third of that number. It
quite evident that they are hostile, and that the
ought to be chastised for the murders already con
milted.
The small hands with whom I met. scattere

through the lower portions of the foot-hills of tl
Sierra, and in the valleys between them and tl
coast, seemed to be almost the lowest grade of hi
man beings. They live chiefly on acorn*, root
insects, and the kernel of the pine burr.occasioi
ally they catch fish and game. They use the bo
ana arrow, but arc said to be too lazy and eftem
nate to make successful hunters. They do not a;
pear to have the slightest inclination to cultiva
the soil, nor do they even attempt it.as far as
could obtain information.except when they areii
duced to enter the service of the white inhabitant
They have never pretended to hold any interest i
the soil, nor have they been treated by the Spanit
or American immigrants as possessing any.The Mexican government never treated wil
them for the purchase of land, or the reliuquisl
ment of any claim to it whatever. They are laz|idle to the last degree, and, although they are sai
to be willing to give their services to any one wl
will provide them with blankets, beef, and brea<
it is with much difficulty they can be made to pci
form labor enough to reward their employers f<
these very limited means of comfort.
Formerly, at the missions, those who wci

brought up and instructed by the priests, mac

very good servants. Many of these now attache
to families seem to be faithful and intelligent. Bi
those who are at all in a wild and uncultivatc
state arc most degraded objects of filth and idl<
ness.

It is possible that Government might, by collee
ing them together, teach them, in some degree, tt
arts and habits of civilisation; but, if we may judg
of the future from the past, they will disappci
from the face of the earth as the settlements of tt
whites extend over the country. A very conside
able military force will be necessary, nowever,
protect the emigrants in the northern and soutl
ern portions of the territory.

CLIMATE.
I now come to consider the climate. The cl

mate of California is so remarkable in its periodic
changes, and for the long continuance of the w
and dry seasons, dividing, as they do, the year in
about two equal parts, which have a must peculii
influence 011 the labor applied to agriculture an
the products of the soil, and, in fact, connect then
selves so inseparably with all the interests of tl
country, that l deem it proper briefly to mention tl
causes which produce these changes, and which,
will be seen, as this report proceeds, must excrci
a controlling influence on tbe commercial pru
perity and resources of the country.

It la a well-established theory, that the curreo
of air under which the earth passes in its diurn
revolutions follow the line of the sun's greatest i
traction. These currents of air are drawn towar
this line from great distances on each side of
and as the earth revolves from west to east, tin
blow from northeast and southeast, meeting,ai
of course causing a calm, on the line.
Thus, when the sun is directly, in common ps

lance, over the equator, in the inontii of Marc
these currents of air blow from some distance nor
of the tropic of Cancer, and south of the tropic
Capricorn, in an oblique direction towards ibis Li:
of the sun's greatest attraction, and forming wh
are known as the northeast and southeast trad
winds.
As tbe earth, in its path round the sun, gradui

Iv brings the tin* of attraction north, in suinm
these currents of air arc carried tcilA it; so th
about the middle of May the current from t
northeast has extended as far as the Sdtb or 39
degree of north latitude, and by the twentieth
June, the period of the sun's greatest northern i
clination, to the northern portions of California ai
the southern section of Oregon.
These northeast winds, in their progress acre

the continent, towards the Pacific ocean, pass ov
the snow-capped ridges of the Rocky mountai
and the Sierra Nevada, and are of course depriv
of all the moisture which can be extracted fro
them by the low temperature of those regions
eternal snow, and consequently no moisture can
precipitated from them, in the form of dew or rai
in a higher temperature than that to which th
have been subjected. They therefore pass over t
hills and plains of California, where tne temper
turc is very high in summer, in a very dry sta
and so far from being charged with moisture, th
absorb, like a sponge, all that tbe atmosphere a:
surface of the earth can yield, until both becoir
apparently, perfectly dry.
This process commences, as I have kaid, when t

line of the sun's greatest attraction comes north
summer, bringing with it these vast atmasphei
movements, and on their approach produce tne d
season in California, which, governed by these las
continues until some time after the sun repasses t

equator in September, when, about the middle
November, tbe climate being relieved from the
northeast current* of air, the aouthwcat wind* *et
from the ocean charged with moisture.the rai
commence and continue to fall, not constantly,
some person* hare represented, but with en/Uric
frequency to designate tiie period of their contin
ancr, from about the middle of Norembrr until t
middle of May, in the latitude of San Francisco,
the wet Mason

It ftdlowa, a* a matter of course, that the d
Mason commence* first, and continues longest
the southern portion* of the Territory, and that t
climate of the northern part i* influenced in a mo
lesa degree, hy the cauaea which I hare inentinnc
than any other section of the country. Con*
quently, we find that as low down as latitude 1
rains are sufficiently frequent in summer to rend
irrigation quite unnecessary to the perfect matori
of any crop wh>h is auited to the aoil and cliinat
There ia an estenaire ocean currentof cold watt

which comes from the northern regions of the P
rifle, or, perhaps, from the Arctic, and flowa aku
the coast of California. It come* charged wil
and emits in its progress, air, which appears in t
form of fog when it t omes in contact with a high
temperature on the American coast, as the gu
stream of the Atlantic exhales vapor when
meets, in any part of its progress, a lower tempi
ature. Thia current ha* not been surveyed, an

therefore, its source, temperature, velocity, wldl
and course, have not been accurately ascertain*

It is believed by Lieutenant Maury, on what
considers sufficient evidence.end no higher a

thority can be cited.that thia current comes fro
the roesta of China and Japan, flows northward
to the peninsula of Kamtsrhatka, and, makingaci
cult to the eastward, strikes the American coast
about latitude 41° or 4'J°. It paaar* thence eout
wardly, and finally loses itself in the tropics.
Below latitude thirty-nine, and west of the fa

hill* of the Sierra Nevada, the foreata of Oaliforn
are limited to tome scattering grovea of oak in t
valley* and along the border* of the stream*, ai

of red wood on the ridge* and in the gorge* of t
hill*.sometime* extending into the plain*. Sor
of the hilla are covered with daarf shrubs, whv
may be ueed aa fuel. With thear exception*, tl
whole territory present* a aurfacr without tree*
shrubbery. It la covered, however, with vario
specie* of graaa, and for many mile* from the co*
with wild oat*, which, in the valley*, grow mc

luxuriantly. The** graaae* and oata mature ai

ripen early in the dry season, andaoon cease to pr
tect the soil from the scorching ray* of the «u

Aa the aummer advances, the moiature in the «

moaphere and the earth, to a considerable dept
anon become* exhausted; and the radiation of het
from the extensive naked plain* and hill sidt
ia very great.
The cold, dry current* of air from the northe«u

after passing the Roc ky mountain* and the Sier
Nevada, dearend to the Pacific, and ahaorb t

r, moisture of the atmosphere, to a great distance
te from the land. The cold air from Die mountains,
n and that which accompanies the great ©can .ri-rent from the northwest, thus become unite,!, and
y vnat banks of log are generated, which, when dr,v en

by the wind, tins a penetrating, or cutting, effect
11 on the human skin, much more uncomfortable
to than would be felt in the humid atmosphere of the
it Atlantic, at a much lo-.vfr temperature,
is As the sua rises from day to day, week after
>c week, aud month after month, in unclouded bright

cneas during the dry season, and psurs down tiis
to unbroken rays on the dry, unprotected surface of
f. the country, the heat becomes so much BTeater inleland than it ia on the ocean, that an unaer-current
te of cold air, bringing tho f?g with it, rushes over the
l, coast range ofliilU, anu through their numerous
it passes, towards the interior. «.

*e Everyday, as the heat, inland, attains asuffit-eient temperature, the cold, dry wind from the
u ocean commences to blow. This is usually from
r- eleven to one o'clock; and as the day advances the
il wind increases and continues to blow till late at
> night. When the vacuum is filled, or the equilibria
>e um of the atmosphere restored, the wind ceases; a
>e perfect calm prevails until about the same hour the

following day, when the same process commences
>e and progresses as before, and these phenomena are.
>e of daily occurrence, with few exceptions, throughteout the dry season.

[e These cold winds aud fogs render the climate at
is San Francisco, and all along the cous( of Califoryilia, except the extreme southern portion of it, pro-
1- bauly inore uncomtortable, to those not accustomed

to it, in summer than in winter,
d A few miles inland, where the heat of the sun
ie modifies and softens the wind from the ocean, the
>e climate is moderate and delightful. The heat in
i- the middle of the day is not so great as to returd
s, labor, or render exercise in the open air uncoml-fortable. The nights are i >ol and pleasant. This
w description of climate prevails in all the vali-leys along the coast range, and extends through>-out the country, north and south, as far eastward
te as the valley of the Sacramento and San Joaquin.I In this vast plain the seu-breeze loses its induencc,
i- and the degree of heat in the middle of the day,
s. during the summer months, is much greater than
in is known on the Atlantic coast in thcsam< latitudes,
ih It is dry, however, and probably not more oppressive.

On the foot-hills of tne Sierra Nevada, and espetlicially in the deep ravines of the streams, the tb* 'inometerfrequently ranges from 110° la 115° in the
J, shade, during three or tour hours of the day, say
id from eleven until three o'clock. Iu the evening,
io as the sun declines, the radiation of heat ceases.
i, The cool, dry atmosphere from the mountains
r- spreads over the whole country, and renders the
ar nights cool and invigorating.

I have been kindly furnished by Surgeon Genreeral Lawsoii, U. S. army, witli thermometrical oblcservations, taken at the following places iu Califor'dnia, viz At San Francisco, by Assistant Surgeon
at W. C. Parker, for Bix months, embracing the last
:d quarter of 1847, and the first quarter ol 1(548. The
e- monthly mean temperature v. as as follows : October,57 , November, 49°; December, 50°; Jant-uary, 49°; February, 50°; March, 61°.
ie At Monterey, in latitude 36° 38' north and longifetude 121 west, on the coast, about one degree and
ir a half south of San Francisco, by Assistant Surgeon
ie W. S. King, for seven months, from May to Nor-vember inclusive. The monthly mean temperature
to was: May, 56'°; June, 59°; July, 62°; August 69°;
3- September, 58°; October, 60°; N vctnb- r, 5t»°.

At Los Augelos, latitude 213 7', longitude west
118° 7', by Assistant Surg ,n .S. Grifiiu, foi

i- ten months.from June, 1847, t March, 1848, inalelusive. The monthly mean temperature was:
et June, 73°; July. 74°; Augosi, 75°; September,
to 76°; October, G9°; November, 69°; December, GO0;
ir January, 68°; February, 65°; March, 58°. This
id place is about forty miles from the coast,
a- At San Diego, latitude 32° 45', longitude weal
ie 117° 11', by Assistant Surgeon J. D. Summers, foi
ae the following three months of 1849, vis: July
it monthly mean temperature, 71°; August, 76®
se September, 70°.
s- At Suttersville, on the Sacramento river, latitudi

38° 32' north, longitude west 121° 34', by Aasistau
its Surgeon R. Murray, lor the following mouths o
,al 1849: July, monthly mean temperature 73°; Au
it- gust. 70 ; ScDtcmber. 65° : October. 66P.
da These observations ahow a remarkably high tem
it; perature at San Francisco durinir the aix month
ey from October to March inclusive; a variation o

ltd only eight degrees in the monthly mean, and i
mean temperature for the aix months of 61 degrees

ir- At Monterey we find the mean monthly tempera
h, ture from May to November, inclusive, varying
tli only six degrees, and the mean temperature oi
of the seven months to have been 68°. If we tak<
ue the three summer months, tbe mean beat wai
at 60° The mean of the three winter months was I
e- little over 49°; showing- a mean difference, on thai

part of tbe coast, of only 11° between summer anc
il- winter.
er The mean temperature of San Francisco, for th<
at three winter months, waapreriacly the same as a
he Monterey.a little over 49s.
ih As these cities are only about one degree and i
of half distant from each other, and both situated nea
n- the ocean, tbe temperature at both, in summer
nd may very reasonably be supposed to be as nearl]

similar as the thermometer shows it to be in wiu
as *«r.
er The mean temperature of July, August, and Sep
ns tembcr, at San Diego, only 3° 63 south of Monte
ed rey, was 79°. The mean temperature of the aam<

an months at Monterey was a little over 59°; six h|
of a mean difference of 13°.
be This would seem to indicate that the cold oceai

In, current is thrown off from the southern part of thi
ey coast by Point Conception, and the islands south o

ne it; and consequently its influence on the climate o

a- Sen Diego is much lesa than at Monterey and Sat
t«; Francisco.
ey At Los Angelos, 40 miles distant from tbe coast
nd tbe mean temperature of tbe three months was "4°
le, of the three autumn months 67°; of the three winlei

months 67°.
he At Suttersville, about one hundred and thirtj
in miles from the ocean, and four degrees north o

4c I-os Angelos, the mean temperature of August
ry September and October, waa 67° The mean tem

perature of tbe aaine montha at Monterey was 69°
he showing a difference of & between the sea-coas
of and the interior, on nearly the same parallel of lat
'se itude. A much greater difference would undoubt
in edly appear if we had observation for the sprinf
na and summer months at Suttcrsville and the golf
as mines.
at Tlwsse variations in the climate of California ac
u count for the various and conflicting opiuions amhe statements respecting it.
M A stranger arriving at San Francisco in sum

iner is annoyed by the old winds an.i toga, am* pronounces the climate intolerable A few month
will modify if not banish his dislike, snd be wil

' not fail to appreciate the beneficial effects of a cool
bracing atmosphere. Th ar who approach Calf

' fornia overlano, through the passes of the moon
* tains, find the heat of summer, in the middle of tlx

day, greater than they have been accustomed to
**r and therefore many complain of it.
J Those who take up their residence in the vailevi

which are situated betw rn the great plain of th<
Sacramento and San Joaquin and the coast r-> igi" of hills, find the climate, especially in the dry sea
son, as healthful and pleasant as It Is possible foi

T" any climate to be which possesses sufflcie«-» Sea
"c to mature the cereal grains and edible roots of ti <
*r temperate tone

The division of the year Into two distinct -< «

!r sons.dry snd wet.Impresses those wh ave beer
Kl accustomed fo the variable climate of tbe A'la.itk
j,' States unfavorably. The dry appearance of tht

country In summer, and the difficulty o. miv ij
about in winter, seem to impose seri< us diffi* uuiet

M in the way of agricultural prosperity, while tht
many and decided advantages reeulting from -ht

J" mildnees of winter, and the bright, r ear wrathei
J (if inrnm»r irr no! innrFf iitrd. 7 liFflr will AH

lr*
pour wbon I rome to *pc*k of tk* production* o
California. We ought not to be ao-riaed at tb<
dlalfke which the immigrant* frequency et^rtm U
the climate. It fa ao unlike that from which the*

jj come, that they cannot readily app rriatc :t» ail
' vantajfra, or become reoonailed to it* eatremea o

dry and wet.
If a native of California were to g* u> New ling

land in winter, and arc the ground froaen itnf
"5 covered with anow, the atreama with ice, and fine

himaelf in a temperature many degree* colder tiiar
* he had ever frit before, be would probably be a#

moch aurprieed that people could or would live it
°T ao inhnepitahle a region, aa any immirrar t cvei

haa been at what he haa aeen or lelt in Califot 'a
: So much arc our opinion* influenced by earli

impreeeione, the viciaaitudea of the aeaaon* witl
" which we are familiar, love of country, home an
" kindred, that we ought never to haaard a bait)iy opinion when we come in contact with circuro
J* atancea entirely different from thoae to which wi

have all our Uvea been aocuetomed.
eoil.

t, The valleyt which are aituated parallel to thi
ra coaat range, and thoae which eatend eaatwardly ii
he all direct?one among the hilla, lowarde th< grea

I .'

plain of the Sacramento, are of unsurpassed fertil- t
ity. I
They have a deep black, alluvial aoil, which haa t

the appearance of having' been deposited when they n
were covered with water. Thia idea ia atrength- r

ened by the iact that the riaing grounds on the bor- ii
dera of theae valleys, and many hills of moderate p
elevation, have a soil precisely like that of the ad- L
joining plains.

Thia aoil is so porous, that it remains perfectly e

unbroken by gullies, notwithstanding tne great S
I quantity of water which falls in it annually dur- ti
iug the wet season. The land in the northern part n
of the territory on the Trinity and other rivers, and d
on the borders of Clear Lake, as far it has been ex- .

amined, ia said to be remarkably fertile. a

The great valley of the Sacramento and San Jo- ti

aquin has evidently been, at aome remote period, w

the bed of a lake; and those rivers, which draiu it, 1
present the appearance ofhavingcut their channels a

through the alluvial deposit after it had been formed, h
In fact, it ia not possible that they could have
been instrumental in forming the plain through v

which they pass. Their head-waters come from ti
the extreme ends of the valley, north and south; v

und, were it not for the supply of water received b
from the streams which flow Into them from the tl
Sierra Nevada, their beds would be almost, if r
not tjuite, dry in the summer months. The d
soil is very rich, and, with a proper system
of drainage and embankment, would, undoubted- ft
ly, be capable of producing any crop, except sugar ft
cane, now cultivated in the Atlantic States of the g
Union.
There are many beautiful valleys and rich hill- a:

sides among the foot-hills of the Sierra Nevada, u
which, when the profits of labor in mining shall be U
reduced so as to cause its application to agricul- ci

turc, will probably support a large population, q
There is Baid to be a rich belt of well-timbered and si
watered country extending the wholj length of the ci

gold region between it anu the Sierra Nevada, some a

twenty miles in width. There is no information n

sufficiently accurate respecting the eastern slope of ft
the great snowy range to enable us to form any a

opinion of its general character or soil. Some of n
its valleys have oeen visited by miners, who repre- ti
sent them as equal to any portion of the country to
the westward of it. tl
Thegreat valley of the Colorado, situated between c

die Sierra Madrc and the Sierra Nevada, is but lit- ti

tie known. It is inhabited by numerous tribes of n

-lavages, who manifest the most decided hostility ti
towards the whites, and have hitherto prevented m

any explorations of their country, and do not per- e

mit emigrants to pass througbflt. Therefore, par- li
tics from Santa F6, on their way to California, are

compelled to make a circuit of near a thousand ft
miles northward to the Salt Lake, or about the same n

distance southward by tbe route of the Gila. Al- d
though this valley is little known, there are indica- a

tions that it is fertile and valuable. it
The name of the river " Colorado" is descriptive jt

of its waters; they arc as deeply colored as those of tl
the Missouri or Red river, while those of the Gila, c

which we know flows through barren lands, are tl
clear.

It would seem impossible for a large river to col- o
lect sediment enough in a sandy, barren soil, to n

color its waters so deeply as to give it a name g
among those who tirst discovered and have since tl
visited its shores The probability, therefore, is,
that this river flows through an alluvial val- c

ley of great fertility, which has never been ex- o

plored. This conjecture is strengthened by the ii
fact that the Indians who inhabit it are hostile, and
oppose, as far as they can, all persons who attempt c

to enter or explore it. This has been their uniform «

course of conduct respecting all portions of the con- d
t.'nent which have been fertile, abounding in game a

and tbe spontaneous productions of the earth. a

As this valley is situated in the direct route from 1)
Santa Ffe to California, its thorough exploration v

; becomes a matter of very great importance, espe- d
cially as it is highly probable that tie elevated re- ti

gions to the north of it, covered with snow during v

most of the year, will force the line of the great na- f<
tional railway to the Pacific through some portion a

5 of it. I g
t The soil I have described situated west of the
I Sierra Nevada, and embracing the plain of the t
. Sacramento and San Joaquin, covers an area, as c

nna rltr mm I ran i>j(imatr i if h#»t u;^#n fiftv and aivt v f
thousand square miles, and would, under a proper

( system of cultivation, be capable of supporting a

f population equal to that of Ohio or New York at
i the prcaent time.

raontxTs or califobnia.
Previous to the treaty of peace with Mexico, and

£ tlx; discovery of gold, the exportable products of
the country consisted almost exclusively of hides
and tallow. The Californians were a pastoral peo'pie, and paid tnuch more attention to the raising of

' horses and cattle than the cultivation of the soil.
| Wheat, barley, tnaixe, beans, and edible roots,

were cultivated in sufficient quantity for hotnc
consumption, but, as far aa 1 am informed, not for
exportation. At that time a full-grown ox, ateer,
or cow, was worth about two dollars. Beef cattle,
delivered on the navigable waters of the bay of San

1 Francisco, are aow worth from #20 to §30 per' head; horses, formerly worth from #5 to #10, are
' now valued at #60 to #160. The destruction of;T cattle for their hides and tallow baa now entirely

ceased, in consequence of the demand for beet
This detnaud will of course increase with the population;and it would seem that, in a very few years,
there will be none to supply the market.

If wc estimate the nuinoer of cattle, now in Califforma, at 600,000 head, which ia believed to be j
about the number.and the population at 120,000,
for the year 1860.a low estimate.and suppose it

( to increase one hundred thousand per annum,
( there will be in tbe Territory or State, in 1864, Ave

hundred and twenty thousand people.
If wc adopt the estimate of those well acquainted

with tbe demand, of half a beef, on an average, to
' each inhabitant, it appears there will be a con-
' sumption, in 1860, ol 60,000 head; in 1861, of
r 110,000; in 1862. of-160,000; in 1863, of 210,000; in

1864, of260,000. Making an aggregate of 800,000,
'f which would absorb all the present slock, with its

natural increase.
* This is a very important matter, aa connected

with the amount of supply which that country will
| ultimately require from the Atlantic States of the

Union. There ia no other country on earth which
has, or will ever possess, the means of supplying so

great n demand.
r It is nrviar a wall safaKliaKsrl farl ainntiff tK* #mi.

grant* to California, that oxen poaaeaa greater powrr»of endurance than mule* or horara; that they
will perform the distance with loaded wagon* in

' Ire* tune, and come in at the end of the journey in
better condition.
Cow* are now driven in eonatderable number*

1 from Missouri, and the time cannot be far distant
when rattle from the weetern State* will be driven

I annually by ten* of theuaande to apply thie new (
, market.

If California inrreaeee in population aa feat aa the
most moderate eatimate would lead ua to believe, it

b will not be five year* before abe will reoulre more

, tban one hundred thooaand bead of beel cattle per
annum, from aome quarter, to aupply the wanta of

i her people.
( It muat not be auppoaed that aalt provisions may
t aupply tin* vaat demand. Thoee who have atItempted to live on aurh food, during the dry sea*

r am, have been attacked with ecurvy and other
I cotaneoua diaraaea, of which many have died.

There ta no climnte in the world where freeh
meat and vegetables are more eaaential to human
health. In fact they are indiapenaable.

It muat not be inferred that rattle driven acroaa
the plains and mountains, from the weetern States,
will he fit for beef on their arrival in California.
Hut one winter and spring on the luxuriant paa[lures of that country will put them in a condition
which would render them acceptable in any At'Ianli< market. J
in«M frrumg frounui irf riirram cniw^n 10

support five time* u many cattle aa may be **«

f ally required; therefore, there will be do scarcity of
food for them.

" I »m acquainted with a drover who left California
in Deetnber last, with the intention of bringing in
tea thousand sheep from New Mexico. This shows

I that the (locks ana herds, east of the Rocky mountains,are looked to alreadv as the soarre from
which the markets on the PariAc are to be sup|plied.
The climate and soil of California are well suited

' to the growth of wheat, barley, rye and nets. The
temperature along the coast is too cool for the sue{ceesful culture of inaite, as a field cn , . The
foi t that oats, the spec ire which is cultivated in the
Atlantic States, are annually self sowed and pro'dured on all the plains and hills along the coast, and
as far inland as the sea breeae has a marked influenceon the climate, is sufficient proof that all tha
cereal grains may be succeeefully cultivated withoutthe aid of smgafton.

It is quit# true that iAuevrthery was extensively
employed at the mieeions, and undoubtedly inIcreesed the product of all crops to which it was app'ied,as it will in any country on earth If akilful»ly used. This does not prove, however, that it waa
urmtuMjf necessary »o toe production of an ample

I reward to the husbandman The experience of all

he old inhabitant* is sufficient evidence of this,
f their imperfect mode of culture aecured satisfacuryreturns, it is reasonable to presume that a

(lore perfect system would produce much greater
esults. There is abundant evidence to prove that,
(l the rich alluvial valleys, wheat and barley have
roduced from forty to sixty bushels from one
lUdhel of seed, without irrigation.

Irish potatoes, turnips, onions, in fact all the
dible roots known and cultivated in the Atlantic
tales, are produced in great perfection. In all
lie valleys east of the coast range of hills the clilateis sufficiently warm to mature crops of Iniancorn, rice, and probably tobacco.
The cultivation of the grape has attracted much
ttcntion at the missions, among the residents of
iwns, and the rural population, and been attended
(ilk much success, wherever it lias been attempted,
'he dry season secures the fruit from tliose diseases
rhich are so fatal in the Atlantic Slates, and it attinsvery great perfection.
The wine made from it is of excellent quality,
ery palatable, and cau be produced in any quanity.The grapes are delicious, and produced with
ery little labor. When taken from the vines in
unches and suspended in & dry room, by the stems,
ley become partially dry, retain their tlavor, and
einain several weeks, perhaps months, without
ecay.
Apples, pears, anu peacnes, are cumvaieu wim

icility, and there is no reason to doubt that all the
-uiU of the Atlantic States can be produced in
reat plenty and perfection.
The grasses are very luxuriant and nutritious,
Hording excellent pasture. The oats, which spring
p the whole length of the sea-coast,and front forty
> sixty miles inland, render the cultivation of that
rop entirely unnecessary, and yield a very great
uantityof nutritious food for horses, cattle, and
Iieep. The dry season matures, and 1 may say,
iires these grasses and oats, so that they remain in
n excellent state of preservation during the sum
ler and autumn, ana afford an ample supply of
irage. While the whole surface of the country
ppears parched, and vegetation destroyed, the nu-
lerous nocks and herds, which roam over it, con-
inue in excellent condition.
Although the mildness of the winter months and

lie fertility of the soil secure to California very deided agricultural advantages, it is admitted that
rrigation would be of very great importance, and
ecessarily increase the products of the soil in quanityand variety, during the greater part of the dry
eason. It should therefore be encouraged by govrnment,in the survey and disposition of the pubiclands, as far as practicable.
The farmer derives some very important benefits
-om the dry season. His crops in harvest time arc
ever injured by.rain ; he can with perfect confiencepermit them to remain in his fields as long
fter they have been gathered as his convenience
lay require ; he has no fears that they will be blaredby wet or unfavorable weather. Hence it is
:iat many who have long been accustomed to that
lunate, prefer it to the changeable weather cast of
:ie Rocky moun'ains.
As already stated, the forests of California, south

f latitude 39°, and west of the foot-hills of the SieraNevada, are limited to detached, scattering
roves of oak in the valleys, and of red-wood on
le ridges and on the gorges of the hills.
It can be of no practical use to speculate on the
auses which have denuded so large an extent of
ountry, further than to ascertain whether the soil
i or is not favorable to the growth of forest trees.
When the dry season sets in, the enure surface is

overed with a luxuriant growth of grass and oats,
rhich, as the summer advances, become perfectly
ry. The remains of all dead trees ana shrutis
lso become dry. These materials, therefore, are
re very combustible, and usually take fire in the
alter part of summer and beginning of autumn,
/hich commonly passes over the whole country,
estroying, in its course, the young shrubs and
rees. In fact, it seems to be the same process
/hieh has destroyed or prevented the growth of
jrest trees on the prairies of the western States,
nd not any quality in the soil unfriendly to their
growth.
The absence of timber and the continuance of

he dry season are apt to be regarded by farmers,
in first going into the country, as irremediable deects,and as presenting obstacles, almost insurTumntAKin ti\ t ho slier, so fill nrmrrsss r»f a rrrii ill
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ure. A little experience will modify these opin-
ons.

It is soon ascertained that the soil will produce
ibundantly without manure; that flock*and herd*
luatain themselves through the winter without bengfed at the farm yard, and, consequently, no
abor i* necessary to provide forage for them ; thai
lilchea arc easily dug, which preaent very good
larriera for the protection of cropa, until live fences
an be planted, and have time to grow. Fur cat
reea may be planted with little labor, and in very
ew year* attain a sufficient size for building and
encing purposes. Time may be usefully employed
n auwmg various grain and root crops, during
be wet or winter season. There is no weather
old enough to destroy root crops, and, therefore,
t is not necessary to gather them. They can be
ised or sold from the field where they grow. The
abor, therefore, required in most of the old States
o fell the forests, clear the land of rubbish, and pre-
jare it for seed, may here be applied to other obect*.
All the* tilings, together with the prrferi >rcuri/y qf

lU crop*, «n harvtil time, from injury by u*t lotatker,
ire probably sufficient to incet any expense which
nay be incurred in irrigation, or caused, for a time,
>y a scanty supply of timber.
In the northern part of the Territory, above latiude39°, and on the hills, which rise from the great

>lain of the Sacramento and San Joaquin, to the
oot of the Sierra Nevada, the forests of timber are
icautiful and extensive, and would, if brought into
ise, be sufficiently productive to supply the wants
>f the southern and western portions of the Stale.

I have spoken of the agricultural products and
sources of the country without reference to the
nnarkable state of things caused by the discovery
if gold, which it is probable will pustpooe for an
ndefinite tiros all eflbrts to improve the soil. As
ong as laborer* ran earn fifteen dollar* or more
>er day, in collecting gold, they can very well afbrdto import their supplies from countries where
he wages of labor arc not more than from fifty
ents to one dollar per day. It is not, therefore, to
>e supposed that the soil trill be cultivated more
ban the production of vegetable*, fruit*, and other
irticlee ao perishable in their nature that the/ can-
tot be brought from a great diatance, will require.
To aecure thia important market for the product*

rnd manufacture* of the State* mat of the Rock/
Mountain* ia undoubted!/ an object of the greateat
importance It will be conaidered in it* proper
>lace.

rcauc domaih.
The client and valve of the public land*, auitable

'or agricultural purpoaea in California, cannot be
tacerlained with any degree of accuracy until aoine

rery important prelimtnary question* *hall have
ieen nettled

It ia not known whether the Jaauita who fr jnded
he miaaion, or their auccaaaors, the Franciscan*,
rer did, or do now hold any title from the Spanish
rown to the lands which they occupied. Nor ha#
my investigation been made to ascertain how far
hose titles, if they ever existed, have been invaldatedby the acta of the priesU, or the decrees of
he Mexican government.
A superficial view of the matter would be very

ipt to lead to the supposition that the Jesuits, ao
elebrated for wisdom and cunning, would not fail
n aecure that which, at that time, would probably
ave been obtained by merely asking for it.a royallerree, granting to thein all the lands they might
rqulrr in that remote country for ecclesiastical
rurposes. There have been tome intimations to
hat effect, hut nothing is distinctly known Tbeee
nissiona embrar e within their limits some of the
nost valuable lands in the Territory, and it is very
mportant that it should be ascertained whether
hey belong to the Government, or may be justlylaimed by individuals.
Most of the land, fit for cultivation, south of latiode39°, and west of the valley of the Sacramento

ind San Joaquin, is claimed under, what purport
o be, grants from the Meiiean governmentOn most of these grants the minerals and metals
ire reserved to the government.conditions were
oopled with man? of them which have not been
omplied with. In others, the boundaries decribedembrace two or three times as much land
.a the grant conveys
The Mexican law required all grants made byhe provisional government, with few exceptions.

0 be confirmed by the Supreme government. I he
rreat distance which separated them, and the un
requent or difficult meana of communication,
nade a compliance with the law an expensive and
ardy, that it came to be almost disregarded.There were other caueea which led to this negect.
Previous to the treaty with Mexico and the imnigratiouof American citisens to that country,

and was not regarded as of much value, except
be graxing purposes There was room enough for
til. Therefore the cleimanls or proprietors did not
molest each other, or inquire into the validity of
titles.

These extensive grants are described by naturalboundaries, such as mountains, bays, and promontories,which, in many instances, might allow of avariation of several miles in the establishment of a
corner with chain a>.d compass.By the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the United
States purchased all the rights and interests ofMexico to and in California. This purchase not
only embraced all the lands which had not been
granted by Mexico, but all the reserved minerals
and metals, and also reversionary rights which
might accrue to Mexico from a want of compliance
on the part of the grantees with the conditions of
their grants, or a want qfperfection in the grunt*.

It will be perceived tiiat this is a subject of verygreat importance, not only to the people of California,but to the United States, and calls for promptand efficient action on the part of the Government.
It is believed thst the appointment of competentcommissioners, fully empowered to investigatethese titles, in a spirit of kindness towards the
claimants, with power to confirm such titles ac
justice may seem to demand, or with instructions
to report tiieir proceedings and awards to Congress,for confirmation or rejection, will be the best and
perhaps the only satisfactory mode of adjustingthis complex anil difficult question.The lands in the northern part of the Territory,above the 39°, have not been explored or granted.They are supposed to embrace an area of about
twenty millions of acres, a large portion of which
is doubtless valuable for its timber and soil.
Comparatively few grants have been obtained in

the great vallev of the Sacrainenin and San m-.

quin" This vast tract, therefore, containing, as is
estimated, from twelve to fifteen millions of acres,belongs mostly to the Government. South of this
valley, and west of the Colorado, within the limits
of California, as indicated in her constitution, there
are said to be extensive tracts of valuable unappropriatedland, and on investigation it will probably
appear that there are many of them in detached
bodies, which have not been granted.1 do not speak of the gold region, embracing the
entire foot-hills of the Sierra Nevada, some five
hundred miles long and sixty miles broad, in connexionwith the public domain, which may be embracedin the general land system for sale and settlement,for reasons which will be hereafter assigned.
The survey of the public lands on a system suited

to the interests of the country is a matter of verygreat importance. In the inhabited portions of the
Territory the boundaries of Mexican grants, runningas they do in all directions, will render the
system of surveys by parallels of latitude and Ion
gitude, quite impracticablcInall parts of the country irrigation is desirable,and its benefits should be secured, as far as possible,by suitable surveys and legal regulations Most
of the valleys are watered by streams sufficientlylarge to be rendered very useful. It would, therefore,seem wise to lay off the land in conformity to
the course of the hills and streams which bound and
drain the valleys.
A system ol drainage, which would also secure

irrigation, is absolutely necessary to give value to
the great plain of the Sacramento and San Joaquin.This valley is so extensive and level, that if the
rivers passing through it were never to overflowtheir banks, the rain which falls in winter would
render the greater portion of it unfit for cultivation.The foundation ofsuch a system can only be establishedin the survey and sale of the land.

Thi* can be done by laving out canal» and draint,at luilable distance*, ana in proper direction!, and byleaving wide margin* lo the riven, that they may have
plenty of room lo tncrraie their channel* when their
wain* *hall be confined within them by embankment*

It would be well also to regulate the price of these
lands, so as to meet, in some degree, the expenseof draining them.
This system would, when agriculture shall becomea pursuit in California, make this valley one

of the most beautiful and productive portions of the -

Union.
coMMiaciAL aasocacBs.

The commercial resources of California are, at
present, founded entirely on her metallic wealth.
her vast mineral treasures remaining undeveloped,and her fertile soil almost wholly neglected: and
this must continue to be the case as loug as labor,in rnlnU.ll V.- c

r.~j. ... . .b b"*"> uiore promable than in any other pursuit which can furnish
the sinew* of commerce.
The day is probably not distant, however, when

her minerals, especially the quicksilver mines, will
be extensively and profitably worked.
Gold is the product m( the country, and is immediatelyavailable, in an uncoined state, for all the

purposes of exchange. It is not there, as in other
countries where the productions of the earth and of
art are sent to markets.foreign or domestic.to be
exchanged for the precious metals, or other articles
of value. There, gold not only supplies the mediumof domestic trads, but of foreign commerce.
At first view, this stats of tilings would seem to

be unfavorable to an extensive intercourse with
other parts of the world, because of the want of returnfreights of Kotht production, for the vast numberof veseels which will arrive with supplies.These vessels, however, making no calculations
on return cargoes, will estimate the entire profitsof the voyage on their outward freights, and become,on their arrival, willing carriers for a comparativelysmall consideration.
This tendency in the course of trade, it would

seem, must make Han Francisco s warehouse for
the supply, to a certain extent, of all the ports of
the Pacific, American, Asiatic, and the Islands
Almost every article now exported by them finds ,

a ready market in California, and the establish
meut of a mint will bring there alau the silver bullion,amounting to more than ten millions per annum,from the west roast of Mexico, and, perhaps,ultimately from Chili and Peru, to be assayed and
coined.

Vessels bound round Cape Horn, with cargoesfor markets on the American coast of lbs Pacific,
can, by taking advantage of the southeast trade
winds, and "standing broad-off lbs Cape," make
the voyage to Han Francisco In as short a time aa
they can to Valparaiso or any port south of CaliforniaVessels have sailed from our Atlantic ports to
Ban Francisco in leas than one hundred days, andIbey have been, in mora than ooe Instance, over
one hundred and twenty days in going from PenamAto San Francisco.
This astonishing difference, in time and distance,was caused by the course of the winds, and

the 4,«rulf <.f tWJ

remarks on the climate of California
The vrstela from our Atlantic port* took adran

tafr of the wind* by steering from tJu Oaps as far
into the Pacific as to be enabled to take a count
west of Ota gulf-stream in sailing northward, thus
availing themselves, first of the southeast, then of
the northwest "trades," and avoiding opposingcurrents.
The vessels from Pansinl were kept back bycalms, adverse winds, snd currents. It will be

perceived, therefore, that there can be no induce
in en t for vessels bound round Caps Horn, witbmixed or assorted cargoes, to stop at Valparaiso,Callao, Guayaquil, or any stber port oa the west
coast, because the exports of all those places willseek a market at San Francisco; snd their supplyof merchandise, as rsfum frngKl, will be delivered
at Ices expense than It can be by vessels directfrom Atlantic ports, American or European. This
tendency of trade to concentrate at Nan Franciscowill be aided by the course of exchange.Gold dust is worth but § 17 per ounce in Chili. Itis worth § IS at the United States mint. If, therefore,s merchant of Valparaiso has ten thousand
ounces in Nan Francisco, received in payment forlumber, barley, flour, or other produce, and desires
an invoice of goods from the United Stales or Europe,he will gain | IO.UUO at the outset, by sendinghis gold to New York, besides saving somethingon the freight and insurance, and at least one
month's interest.
The countries on the west const of America heir

no export* which find a market in China, or other
nirla nf * .- r .1,1 " * 1

com* not only tbe mart of tlieer exports, hot also of
the product* and manufccturee of India, requiredin rtrhanfr for them, which must be paid for,
principally, in fold coin or fold duet Neither
fold coin nor fold duet will answer aa a remittanceto China. Gold, in China, is not currencyin any shape, nor is it received in payment of im
port duties, or taxes on land, or on the industry et
the people.

Tl»e value of pure fold in China is not fai from
f 14 the ounce. Hen< e, the importer of manufac
turre and products of India into Man Fram iero willremit the fold coin or dust direct to New York, forinvestment in sterlinf Nils on London. Thrsrbills will be eent to Ixmdon, and placed to thecredit of the firm in China from whom the mer
i handier had been received, and who, on Irerntnfof the remittance having- fone forward to their
afen is, will draw a six months' sifht Ml for the tamount, which will sell in China at the rate of fourshillinfs and two pence or Mess pence per dollar iI have a statement before nv- from one of ihc
most eminent inerrhants and banker* of New IYor k, who was for many yeara engw^ed ixtrn«ive- I


